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A Message from the Superintendent

Ram Family,
Ralston Public Schools: A community dedicated to achieving
excellence through purposeful instruction and nurturing a
climate of hope. This is our purpose and what makes Ram
Nation so special. It drives our RPS educators and staff to do
what they do every day to support YOU, our students and
families. 

It is also in all of YOU. We know our students have the drive to
do their very best; to achieve excellence in the classroom and
community. Our parents and guardians support, encourage, motivate, and celebrate their
students; also creating a climate of hope. Our journey through the COVID-19 pandemic has not
been easy. It has had its ups and downs. As we have said from the start, we are here to
support you! As we continue to work together, as a Ram Family, we will get through this and
become even stronger. 

Included in the message, you will �nd information about:
• RHS Senior Recognition, including more details about Thursday, May 14th
• 1:1 District Technology Initiative
• Planning for the 2020-2021 School Year
• A reminder on RHS Summer School Registration
• Resource Links

Ram Family, be well and keep looking forward with hope and anticipation. Always remember,
It's a Great Day to be a Ralston Ram!

Dr. Mark Adler
Superintendent
Ralston Public Schools
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Celebrating the Ralston High School Class of 2020

Billboard & Digital Marquee
Recognition

A Class of 2020 billboard will be displayed on the corner of
84th Street and Park Drive starting in May. Thanks to a great
partnership with the Ralston Area Chamber of Commerce and the City of Ralston, digital
recognition is currently being developed for the message board at the Ralston Arena.

Social Media Senior Spotlights

Senior Spotlights are currently displayed on the District's
Facebook and Twitter pages. To share information about a
Ralston High School Senior, email their name, a senior photo,
and a 'little' photo, plus the following information to
RPSphotos@ralstonschools.org (Did they attend a Ralston
elementary school, what are they doing next, and share their
favorite Ralston High School memory!)

"Lighting a Bright Future - Ralston
Senior Honor Cruise"

District and city o�cials are �nalizing plans for a safe, fun and
special family event to honor RHS seniors and their families. It
will take place on Thursday, May 14th from 7 to 8:30 pm. 

The Senior Honor Cruise will start in the Ralston High School main parking lot. We are
encouraging RHS senior parents/guardians to be their student’s chauffeur for the evening. To
start, RHS seniors and their families will receive a free yard sign and senior t-shirt,
compliments of the Ralston Schools Foundation. Families will then drive along a
predetermined route along Park Drive, through downtown Ralston, and up towards the end of
the route at 84th and Q St. Along the route, stadium lights will be turned on at the football
stadium, Pierson Field, Orval Smith Field, Joe Wager Field, and Crown Field to honor our
seniors.

Students and their families will also be able to view the billboard on 84th and Park Dr.
honoring the senior class. Downtown businesses will have their store windows decorated in
celebration of the Class of 2020. Being as safe as possible and practicing our best social
distancing, District educators from all levels, along with the Board of Education and the Mayor
of Ralston will align the route with signs honoring our graduates. It will be a memorable night
for our seniors and their families to experience together.
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RHS Senior Students, Parents, and Guardians: For this to be a great, safe, and memorable
night, We Need Your Help!

We are asking each Senior Family to:
• Experience this night as a family. Please ride together in one vehicle.
• Stay in your vehicle the entire time.
• Follow the directions of RHS staff and members of the Ralston Police Department.
• Obey the Directed Health Measures. Do not gather in large groups before, during, or after the
event. Practice proper social distancing. If you have one, please wear a mask.
• Make it fun - Decorate or create signs and attach them to your vehicle in honor of your
graduate. Honk your horn, roll down your windows - enjoy the event in a safe and fun way.

Let's work together to make this night special and safe for everyone involved. Please keep
checking your emails as more information will be coming out next week.

1:1 District Technology Initiative

For many years, our District has desired to have a one student
one technology device learning environment. After a
discussion with the Board of Education, plans are being
developed to implement a 1:1 District Technology Initiative. 

The comprehensive initiative will include:
• Technology Acquisition (Devices for students)
• Infrastructure Enhancement (Safe, fast, and reliable internet connectivity)
• Professional Development for Staff (training to utilize technology in the best way to enhance
learning)
• Policy Implementation (guidelines and expectations of staff and students)
• Identi�cation of Digital Resources and Software (every device has the proper tools)
• Availability of Internet Connectivity (identify how many students have or will need this at
home)

How will this plan be rolled out?

Step 1 = Issue every Ralston High School student a technology device to start the 2020-2021
school year.

Steps 2 and 3 = Further expansion will provide additional technology resources to Ralston
Middle School and possibly Ralston elementary schools in future years.

There are many bene�ts to this 1:1 Technology Initiative. At the top of the list, the District
believes is the increased equitable teaching and learning opportunities for students through a
blended learning approach. District O�cials and the Board of Education still have some things
to �gure out on this initiative and more information will be provided in the future.
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Planning for the 2020-2021 School
Year

As we continue planning for next year, we want to prepare as
best we can for any scenario. We owe this to you, our district
families. We will continue to take guidance and advice from
state government and local health experts on the health status
of our community. The health and safety of our staff and
students is our number one priority. 

We have plans to start the year in August. If needed, District
o�cials are also working on multiple plans and alternative calendar options for the 2020-2021
school year. These would only be needed if state and local health o�cials continue to extend
the school closure into the fall.

The alternative plans being developed include the use of technology, blended learning
opportunities, adjustment of enrollment numbers and patterns, and other components.

The alternative calendar options could include adjustments to the length of the school day,
recessed days, instructional days, and the o�cial start date in August.

If an alternative plan and/or calendar are needed, we will communicate details and
expectations well in advance. Please keep your eye on District communications for further
information.

RHS Summer School

The deadline to register your 9 - 12 grade student in the RHS
Summer School program is midnight on Wednesday, May 6th.
Please click on HERE for more information. 

Resoures

Mobile Food Pantry at RHS

What: Food Bank for the Heartland Mobile Food Pantry
Date: Tuesday, May 5
Time: 5:00-6:30 (or until food is gone)
Location: Front Parking Lot at Ralston High School
Additional Details:
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This will be an open-air mobile distribution drive-thru
model
Volunteers will load pre-boxed items into vehicles. These include shelf-stable items and
pre-bagged produce, as well as bread and possibly milk if available.
This event is likely to be very crowded. Families please be patient and follow directions.
No one will be allowed to line up before 4:00 pm.

Ralston's Baright Public Library

Library Card
The Ralston's Baright Public Library has a great opportunity for
families living outside the city of Ralston but still in Douglas
County. The library is allowing people who live in Douglas
County to apply for a temporary library card using an online form posted on their website. This
card will be valid for 6 months or until the library building reopens, whichever comes �rst.
Click HERE to start the application process.

Curbside Pickup
On Monday, May 4th from 10 am to 7 pm, the library staff will pre packaged and check-out up
to �ve (5) items per library card for patrons to pick up at curbside. Please contact the library at
402-331-7636 or click on this LINK for more information.

Ram Family, Stay Safe and Healthy!
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